I
1

QMSS E @@ntams records of the executive departm@m of ~govern-
ment as it has been organized under the traditional principle of a
three-fold separation of powers. The class is subdivided into five
parts: Part 1, Executive Department ]eurnals Part 2, Governor’s
Letterbooks and P apers; Part 3, Secretary’s j’ouma‘ﬂg an Papers;
Part 4, Proceedings @f Extmoréinary Executive Bodies; and Part X
MﬁS@@M&Rﬁy ‘The division into parts is based on a dmgtflbmmm of the
executive function among the various officers and bodies tm& mw@

ied on ‘the work of the department from time t@ time

p&m EJ contains the mumals that have recorded m@ day t
exercise of the executive authority. . These were kept in the {
 large manuscript Eedagers and in @nly a few cases have they been
printed at a later time. In the colonial period they tock the form
of a r@@@r@ of the G@vem@r and Council sitting in an executive
city and contain a breadth of information dlié to the general ad-
- visory and limiting capacity of the Couneil. Organically the Governor
_ i he colonial period represente 4 fusion of the fm@i@ma
~@§ the executive, léglslatwe and judicial powers. Usually the E?@@mc‘"d
of these ¢ ﬁf@rent funpctions was segregated in separate journals, In
 some cases, however, the union of functions is demonstrated by the
mmmp@mi@n of records of the executive, the egislative and, even
at ﬁ? s m@ judicial functions on pages of the ame ledger. Such
cases_ offer a pmctwal @r@blem in the classed arrangement scheme
and necessitate a combination reel symbol E.1 a@d A.la, and/or F.1,
In some cases @urmg the transition u‘ from @@E@m o swi@ this
body @mtmue@ as a vaineial C@amcﬂ “_

In m,@st of the Statés after mdependencg the C@M@ﬁ E@%@ its
sm@ﬁmm@@ as an | part of the executwe @rgaﬁ and became a
pe ﬁm@t@ry ru? In -.» with the Revolutionary distrust of the
colonial Governor th& framework of govemment pmwd@d in the first
state @@ﬂgmmmns @hced a predom * hority on the legisla-
ture by @@nferr@lgg much of the tradltmnal executive power upon that
organ. Grad a balance of power was attained and an inde-
pendent @X@@mle demrtment with a respansml h@a@ ﬁ*@@d/ﬁm
E@gismtwe @@m‘tmﬁ emlved | | |

In wm@ of the New Englan@ States h@wevef a @M‘ﬁ@f’@@ﬂ
was carried over into statehood and continued to pl&y an. important
role as an organ of administration as that fourth function @f govern-
ment began to develop and expand. Likewise during the first stage
of the government of the Westem territories, before provision was
made for an elective legislative assemblye a "union of legislative,
judicial and executive powers was vested in an appointive Governor
and Iu@iges@' Their journals also show that certain a@lmmmi@mﬁw
duties W@r@ @@nﬁerred up@n and exercxs d by them@ . o

o mm E of masg E affgrds a series where the re@@mﬁg of all
. of thz@ mmdemg of the executwe auth@rity Were kept m a g@mémi E@dg@re




